Surf Break Terminology
Beach Break
A beach break is one where the waves break on a sandy seabed. If you are only beginner, a beach break is the best place to start. For a start, you’re much closer to the beach if you get dumped and need to crawl out.
Point Break
A point break is a wave that break on a rocky point.
Reef Break
The reef break is a wave that breaks over a rock seabed or a coral reef. You should be experienced to try these waves because if you come unnstuck, you will pay big time! These waves are best tacked by the pros.
Left-Hand Break
A left-hand break is a wave that, from the beach perspective, breaks from left to right. It is called a left-hander because the surfer has to turn left to enter the wave.
Right-Hand Break
A right-hander is a waves that breaks from right to left.
Peak
A peak is a wave that breaks in both directions, so surfers can enter the wave either left or right.
Tides, Swell, & Wind
[bookmark: _GoBack]The wave are the product of many factors. You may find that your favorite beach is better at high tide with a low swell. Other places go off if there is a low tide with a high swell. The wind can play havock too. Ideally, you need an offshore wind, which blows away from the beach, creating perfect waves. Onshore winds, which blow in to the beach, or cross winds that blow across the waves, wreckon the waves and your fun.
The Low Down on Local Breaks
The Jewel Coast area of south-eastern Australia boast some of the best breaks in the world. Here is a description of each break in the region. You’ll find the local surfers friendly and helpful if you treat them the way you want to be treated. You may even be led to a perfect break that we’ve neglected to mention – not that we’re trying to keep them to ourselves – really!
Jet Stream Tube
This is the Jewel Cost’s extreme break – a point break that winds across to the beach to an awesome barrel. It’s really the best of everything. The finest waves are when you’re looking at 2-3m. A south-westerly really kicks, but if the wind is SE or NW, don’t even bother. You’ll have to take your turn with this one – its more than popular and the locals are particularly protective. Watch their style, wait your turn, and you’ll find yourself in the line up for a staggeringly good ride. The Jet Stream takes no prisoners, so only head out if you know what you’re doing!
Rolling Home
Further down the point, you’ll find a fun barrel of a wave called Rolling Home.  It’s a short and often intense ride but a real blast.  Watch out for the rip, which can get strong on the top days – look for 1-2m for the best effect. The take off section is not huge, so Rolling Home is best when your there with a few mates and everyone else is home already.   
Gannet Point 
This was the first wave to be surfed in the area in the late 1950s, being a favorite of the local long borders. It’s now a favorite of the leaners (or grommets as we call them) so be warned.  Gannet Point handles a large swell.  You may have some heavy take-off’s but after that the wave mellows out and becomes a bottom turn, cut back combination wave. A low tide means waves breaking right on the ledge, producing fun waves when everywhere else if flat. A southerly can also be fun, as Gannet Point offers cuts that can be truly blasted. There is a long rip straight out from the car park that has to be negotiated before you reach the safety of the back line, especially on the big days. Point is best in the 1-3m range, but dont try the big ones until you are truly ready. 
Stumpy’s 
Situated south of Elamundra, Stumpy’s is an underrrated reef break that is totally mellow.  Look for a light SW around mid-tide, or go for a stronger breeze on low tide.
Crusher
Expect some peak breaks here, but if the water’s shallow, you’ll soon know how it got its name. Look for a gentle W breeze and prefarably a high tide for the best results. Best waves at 2-3m. 
Sulky’s Beach 
This beach is little known to most because it rarely hits it straps. However, with the right combination of a NW wind, a low tide and perfect swell direction it can get totally epic. Don’t expect too much competition for the waves here unless they are locals who’ve been watching the weather like hawks!  
Quest
Quest is probably the heaviest wave on the Jewel Coast.  It’s gnarly, volatile and sometimes just plain vicous! It’s best at 1-2m and needs a SW and a high tide, otherwise it tends to throw big close out sections. Crumbles under a NW and totally useless in an onshore.
For more information and detailed maps, go to http://www.wlyrical.com.au/maps

